
 

 

 

Free Webinar: PA Supreme Court on Act 13 - Round 2 

November 22, 11am-12pm, with Q&A 

The Delaware Riverkeeper Network is presenting a webinar with the legal experts who 

argued the case that resulted in the September 28 Supreme Court ruling on remaining 

portions of Act 13 amendments not covered by its 2013 decision.  Learn how the new 

ruling relates to the original decision and what our victory means for Pennsylvania. 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER! 

 

On September 28, 2016 the Pennsylvania Supreme Court issued its 2nd decision in Robinson 

Township, Delaware Riverkeeper Network, et al v. Commonwealth, declaring that sections of Act 

13 that remained in dispute are unconstitutional and enjoined. The Court found: the medical “Gag 

Rule” which limited physicians’ access and use of information about fracking chemicals to which 

their patients may have been exposed to be a “special law” and therefore unconstitutional; that 

PADEP notification of chemical spills by drillers must include both private well owners and public 

water supplies or it is unconstitutional; that the PUC lacks the authority to declare oil and gas 

municipal zoning ordinances invalid or to make these municipalities ineligible to receive impact 

fees; and that private corporations cannot use eminent domain to seize land for storing natural 

gas for private gain as it constitutes a taking.  

How does this ruling relate to the initial 2013 decision that struck down major portions of industry-

favorite Act 13, which preempted municipal zoning of oil and gas development?  The attorneys, 

who brought and argued the legal challenge, carrying it through to the current victory, will provide 

the context of the 2013 Supreme Court ruling and explain the implications of the recent decision. 

 

https://delawareriverkeepernetwork.clickmeeting.com/pa-supreme-court-on-act-13-round-2/register?_ga=1.17825136.850810094.1478112314
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SCHEDULE 

You will hear from the three architects of the successful legal arguments and be able to submit 

questions for their consideration and response.   

It is anticipated that each speaker will take approximately 15 minutes with 15 minutes for Q&A. 

Questions will be submitted via the chat box on the webinar screen. 

Speakers: Jordan Yeager, John Smith, and Jonathan Kamin. 

Jordan B. Yeager is Partner and Chair of the Environmental and Public Sector Section at Curtin 

& Heefner LLP in Doylestown, Bucks County PA, representing clients in a wide range of matters 

including zoning and land use law, municipal law and environmental law. Mr. Yeager’s clients 

include the Delaware Riverkeeper Network, Yardley Borough, Doylestown Borough & Nockamixon 

Township. Mr. Yeager litigates before state and federal administrative agencies, trial courts and 

appellate courts. He has been recognized as a Pennsylvania Super Lawyer, and is the recipient of 

the Clean Water Fund’s Florence Nielson Environmental Leadership Award.  Mr. Yeager holds a 

B.A. from Cornell University and J.D. from American University, Washington College of Law. 

John M. Smith is a partner and co-founder of the law firm of Smith Butz, LLC.  He focuses his 

practice in the areas of Oil and Gas Law, Commercial Litigation, Zoning and Land Use Law, 

Corporate Law, and Municipal Law.  The law firm of Smith Butz has licensed attorneys that 

practice in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio and New Jersey.  Mr. Smith earned his Juris Doctor 

Degree, magna cum laude, from Thomas M. Cooley Law School in Lansing, Michigan in 1995.   

Jonathan M. Kamin is a Co-Managing Partner of Goldberg, Kamin and Garvin, LLP and 

concentrates his practice in the areas of real estate law, land use litigation, litigation and municipal 

law.  Mr. Kamin is a graduate of University of Pittsburgh Law School, a member of the Board of 

Trustees of Shady Side Academy, the Board of Trustees of The Children’s Institute of Pittsburgh, 

serves as a Co-Chair of the Capital Campaign of the Community Center and Library Association 

(of Fox Chapel), and serves as one of two Trustees of a significant private charitable foundation.   

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER! 
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